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°"! c witla its supple and delicate arms; such an 
object we once beheld, and 

“ How rich the prize, how gay the flower. 
Sweeter than all which bloom in bower, 

We deemed this woodbine wild 
We sought it long, and sought in vain, 

Now finding it, we felt again 
The joy which as a child, 

Had filled our breast with glad delight, 

Had pleased the sense of smell and sight. 

When flowers wild we found ; 

We plucked the beauty from its throne— 

The beauty there we’d found alone. 

Of all the country round.” 

It has a light and negligent air, and trained against 
our cottages, 

“ Copious of flowers, the woodbine pale and wan, 
But well compensating her sickly looks 
With never changing odours, early and late,” 

at once delights the eye and gratifies the smell by 
the exquisite fragrance of its blossoms, whilst it 
confers on those dwellings a character of cheer- 
fulness unknown to most other countries. Who 
has not noticed 

“ The honeysuckle on the sunny side, 

Hanging round the lattices its fragrant trumpets.” 

The Honeysuckle is the emblem of “ generous 
and devoted affection,” such as is described by 
Moore in the following lines 
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the common honeysuckle. 157 

« Oh ! let me only breathe the air, 

That blessed air that’s breathed by thee. 

And whether on its wings it bear 
Healing or death, ’tis sweet to me ! 

There— drink my tears while yet they fall. 

Would that my bosom’s blood were balm. 

And well thou know’st I’d shed it all 
To give thy brow one minute’s calm.” 

The flowers of the honeysuckle grow at the ex- 
tremity of the branches that spring from the main 
sbodt ; the blossom is about an inch and a half in 
length, and formed like a tube, gradually widen- 
ing towards the extremity, one side of which curls 
backwards with the outer edge cut into four lobes. 
We have also two other species growing wild. 
The Pale Perfoliate Honeysuckle ( Lonicera Co- 
prifolium) the flowers of which are terminal, and 
contain six blossoms in each cluster, under which 
is a leaf perforated by the stem. It is found grow- 
ing in thickets but not very frequent. The other 
species is the upright Honeysuckle (L. Xylosteum) 
which grows erect, four or five feet high, and the 
flower-stalks bearing only two cream- colour or 
reddish blossoms, and is a rare plant growing 
in thickets. 


